Partial rupture of the anterior cruciate ligament of the knee.
Ten patients are reported who had sustained a partial rupture of the anterior cruciate ligament in a twisting injury of the knee. Nine of the 10 patients presented with a small effusion and pseudo-locking of the knee which was thought to be due to muscular spasm to prevent further ligamentous injury. The patients were examined clinically, under anaesthesia and by arthroscopy and the signs were found to be remarkably similar to those in patients with a tear of the medial meniscus. The mechanism of injury leading to partial rupture of the anterior cruciate ligament is discussed.